Page 8 WHITE FIELDS ~JUNE 1, 2012

White Fields Financial Report
April 2012

Received Disbursed
Native Evangelists $8,078.33 $9,405.83
International Evangelists $7,758.41 $7,715.45
Orphanage Ministries $5,405.13 $5,122.79
*White Fields Operations $8,995.72 $9,137.03

* Most of the income that is received in the White Fields office is designated for nearly 140 na-
tive evangelists and seven orphanages for whom White Fields serves as forwarding agent, and
for the traveling done by White Fields International Evangelists, but it costs $5200 monthly to
operate the White Fields office to see that these gifts are properly received, receipted, banked,
administered and to write and thank the donors. Office expenses include office rent, bank wire
charges, supplies such as copier, paper, ink, postage, telephone, and staff salaries.

* The reason for not disbursing the entire amounts received for orphans and evangelists is: or-
phan supporters often pay ahead. We then must escrow these advance funds. Some evangel-
ist supporters do the same. then the opposite is true, some months more is sent than received
because escrowed funds are used.

*Note that our minimum needs for White Fields operational expenses are $5200. In April we
received $8,995.72 and dispersed $9,137.03 leaving us a deficit of $141.31. Please pray about
this need for God to provide the income needed to keep the White Fields ministry healthy and
strong. Thank you!
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(5%5 Immersions in 2012
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4,881 have been immersed into Christ during 2012. White Fields Overseas Evan-
gelism is associated with 439 native evangelists world wide. These Evangelists ex-
pect support from White Fields. At the present time we are able to support 129 Na-
tive Evangelists. We need more supporters to assist our native Evangelists. These
evangelists, along with our American and Australian team members, report 4,881
souls immersed into Christ for the remission of sins in January thru May. It is a
great victory and we give all praise to God.Thank God for His victory and for the
souls won to Christ through the power of His gospel.
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Tom Mullenix~ Director
Reggie Thomas~ Founder/Director Emeritus

P.0. Box 1089 Joplin, Mo 64802-1089

Blythe Robinson~ World Outreach Coordinator

Lori Darnell- Director of Orphanage Ministties

Tom’s Phone—214-876-8130
Reggie's Phone— 417-483-9029

www.white-fields.org
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Dr Don Ott Reports From Cuba

Tom Mullenix joined me April 20- l ' ‘

28 for a mission to Cuba. We

taught a four day seminar for f’

Cuba Bible Institute in Havana on '
“Principles of Christian Counsel- i
ing”. It was Tom'’s first visit and
my eight time to the Caribbean
island. Despite a delayed bag and |
a delayed flight, we had a great

trip!

Thirty —five different preachers

and other church leaders attended. Seventeen students completed the semi-
nar for credit toward a Certificate of Christian Ministry. Twenty-two house
churches reported average weekly attendance of 377 and a total of 39 bap-

tisms within the past three months.

On May 3, the National Day of Prayer, | was the closing speaker for the
Kiamichi Men’s Clinic in Honobia, OK, an annual conference held since 1949. |
lead a seminar on “Lifestyle Christianity” for the mission’s Family Camp July

23-27. Lord willing, | will
accompany Dr. David
Reagan, director of
Lamb and Lion Minis-
tries and host of the
Christ in Prophecy tele-
cast on a mission to
Cuba in October 2012.
Dr Reagan will teach
“Eschatology: End-Time
Events” for Cuba Bible
Institute.
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Gambia
A Church Planting Adventure In West Africa

Gambia is a tiny sliver of a country, wrapped around the Gam-
bia River and surrounded by Senegal, the western most point in
Africa. Two million people populate this little country; people for
whom Jesus died—90% are Muslims. By God’s providential
direction and partnership with a native evangelist, White Fields
planted a church in Gambia.

In the year 2000, Reggie Thomas challenged a handful of Libe-
rian preachers to take the gospel beyond the borders of their
country. Abraham Cole accepted and began making plans to
Benson, Benson’s Brother, Abraham, Tom travel to Gambia. He spent a year there, developing contacts
— and preaching the gospel. By 2001, he reached a small group
of people for Christ, groomed a local leader, and the church built a building with White Fields’ assistance.

\

Soon, Ronnie Hoyer was sent from the States to preach some evangelistic meetings and to assess the
situation in Gambia. Though a fledgling church; things were in place for growth, both spiritually and nu-
merically. Kojo Mendy, a Gambian with connections to Liberia, was the new minister.

Last year, the church began to experience upheaval. The problem centered on Kojo. He became disgrun-
tled because he was no longer receiving a monthly salary (Abraham Cole was supporting Kojo until he lost
his American sponsor). Mr. Mendy began by requesting help, but with each disappointment his anger and
demands increased. At one point he demanded all back pay or he would quit immediately. He was able to
travel quite easily to Liberia because his sister is married to the Gambian Ambassador to Liberia. He vis-
ited Abraham more than once, making his demands and communicated with Tom Mullenix by e-mail.
White Fields always expressed sorrow that we were unable to send money. We offered spiritual assis-
tance and prayer regularly.

In the middle of a lengthy discussion, as we were arranging a phone appointment (with Abraham Cole and
Kojo in Monrovia, Liberia); Kojo quit. He said that he was going to medical school in Europe and he was
finished with the church in Gambia. Then, in an e-mail, he added, “Oh, by the way, the church owes
$3,000 in property tax to the Gambian government.” They called it a “hut tax” and Kojo had not paid it for
six years, allowing this sum to accrue. Now we were looking at major problems: no committed spiritual
leadership for a relatively weak church, a $3,000 bill for which we had not budgeted and a potential prob-
lem with the government.

Reggie Thomas and | invested time in prayer and lengthy discussion: Do we make an effort to save this
struggling little church (geographically and culturally far from any realistic help)? Or do we cut our losses
and let it go now? Our Lord would not allow us to just walk away from the Gambia Church of Christ. So
we turned the Abraham Cole and asked him to travel there once more, with White Fields financing his ef-
fort. Abraham agreed and took his son, Benson, a young man (27).

Abraham used his wisdom and connections to help negotiate a reduced tax for the building. We were able
to clear it for $840. He led in a very frugal “face lift” for the church building and prepared Benson to be-
come the church’s interim minister; like Paul sent Timothy to Ephesus. White Fields found sponsors for
Benson. (An innovative group of believers in Florida raised a year’s wages for him by inviting members of
the group to give a $75 — enough for one month. Within a short period of time, they covered a year in ad-
vance!)
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Vacation Bible School ~ An Evangelistic Tool In India

From E.K. Durairaj & his wife, Joys:

Happy to inform you that yesterday evening we had a very good program with the chil-
dren; more than 350 children were participated in the VBS final day program and also
their parents came and attended the program and enjoyed their children dance, drama,
song and memory verses competition and they smiled and happy when their children
receiving the prizes. They listen the word of God and many were accepted that JESUS
is the true and living God .They wanted some more time to obey in the baptism. They
promised us that they will send their children regularly to the Sunday school and also to
the other church program. We hope we will reach our goal to meet 6000 children
this year through the VBS; please pray.

Parents were given witness that they are finding much different from their children daily
activities after they started coming to VBS. Please pray for the parents to come to
Christ and accept Him as their personal Savior soon by obeying in baptism.

Children are very strong not to bow down their heads before the Idol. Praise the Lord
for their determination.

From Santhosh & his wife, Jecintha:

Greetings from your family in India. By the grace of God last night we had a wonderful
VBS program held at Ammabakkam. Nearly 100 children and 200 people attended this
program on our church property. Thanks for your love and prayer support for our
church believers.
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White Fields Orphanage Ministries

We have a new baby at the Jesus
Loves Me Home! Her name is Rebecca
and she is about 2 months old! Her
Kreyol name is : Thaicha. She was left
to die at the hospital in St Marc, Haiti.
Lukencia Aime took her in, but because
of health and finances could not take
care of Rebecca. Rebecca has a cleft

" palate and will require surgery! We are
not equipped to have a baby this young
at the Jesus Loves Me Home. She
needs formula and diapers. We have
had a little money come in for these
extra expenses. Please join us in prayer
that God will provide for us to care for
Rebecca. Also pray for Prospere and
Clotide. They are used to having kids all
around them all day but I'm sure they
never expected to have a newborn baby
again! Pray for their energy stays high and that physically they can keep up. Pray the older kids will step up
and help out with Rebecca. Finally pray for this sweet baby girl for God to bless her life and for her surgery.

Prospere and Clotide have sent this list of expenses:
Here is what the baby needs:
1- Dresses $100 US money
2- Cradle $62.50 US money
3- carrier $25 US money

Total $187,50 to buy these things for her right
now.

Here is what the baby needs every month:
1- Baby's diapers $25 US a month
2- Products of toilet $50 US a month

3- Two boxes of milk for $25 a week X 4
weeks Total =$100 US a month

4- For a pediatrician's doctor $100 US a month

Total a month................... $275 US a month for
the baby's care.
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Gambia
A Church Planting Adventure In West Africa

Abraham Cole departed for home, leaving Benson to help Woesterri
gather the flock and begin to rebuild Christ’s Church. Things Sahara
began to look up, when Kojo showed up on the scene. He
had not gone to Europe and he had determined that he was Mauritania
“‘owed” by the church. He and his gang stormed into church '
one Sunday and threatened the worshipers. He said that the Senegal
next Sunday, he and the gang would be there and throw GAMBIA
stones at anyone who came. He intimated that they would do
bodily harm to Benson, too.

Atlantic ! X
The following Sunday, policeman friends of Abraham es- Ocean e -rNGhana.h_f\.
corted Benson to church. Needless to say, the attendance E - o FI
was very slim that day. Kojo and his gang were within eye- =~ 7“9 g
sight of the building, but stayed back due to the police pres-

ence. In the following weeks, Mr. Mendy threatened to burn down the building, beat Benson and also dis-
played signs of spirit worship and that he was placing curses on our Christian brother and the church mem-
bers. Worship was never cancelled, but virtually no one came. Young Mr. Cole was faithful to serve the
Lord’s Supper and pray with the one or two others who would brave the threats and come.

This past Easter, twenty-six people came to the church to worship; a virtual multitude! Benson discovered
that they were from Banjul, the capital, visiting for the Easter weekend in their home village. This informa-
tion began to stir some creative thinking. Brother Cole asked our opinion about starting a preaching point
and worship in Banjul — there were prospects there and Kojo's intervention was stifling the church in the
village.

We agreed that he should try it. Benson found a room in town and began to prepare for worship there.
The first Sunday gave us hope, a group of believers and seekers met with him for preaching and commun-
ion. Two even showed interest in conversion! Then our brother showed his own resolve and commitment
to advancing the kingdom; Benson asked us to commit one third of his salary (to be paid in advance) so
that the room could be kept for a year. White Fields gratefully agreed to his step of faith. Little by little the
Lord has been drawing people to this new church work.

Now for a remarkable turn of events: we received news from Benson last month that Kojo was in a severe
motor cycle accident. He was informed by an old man from the village, Galloya, a church member. Our
young brother asked this man to accompany him, hired a cab and went to the hospital. There lay Kojo,
bandaged over much of his body, including his entire face, and in critical condition. Both his family and his
gang were there at the hospital with him. Benson asked permission to pray for him! From his description
of the incident, he had to persevere to be able to pray. “Pray for those who persecute you.” —in real time.

We have yet to hear any more news about Kojo. Benson remains faithful. He has had more people inter-
ested in Christ. The church seems to be doing better in the city; perhaps our God prefers that location.
Perhaps the Lord has in mind both areas having a church; and in the future, a wave of churches planted all
over the country. Do not despise small beginnings. Pray with us that the Lord has truly planted his
“mustard seed” in Gambia.

For Jesus’ sake, Tom
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Backing Into An Open Door Among Muslims
The Ivory Coast Story

As Kouame and | began to develop an outreach
strategy, we traveled north over a weekend to his
home region. This was familiar ground where
Kouame had many friends and relatives. In the
major village, Asseufre, we preached the gospel
on the street each night and | met and had con-
versations with many of the locals.

As we preached and offered the opportunity to
follow Jesus in baptism (that very night), it be-

| came clear that the people there were very reluc-
tant to rush into a commitment. They were famil-
iar with Catholicism and were involved in spirit
worship; this new teaching was going to be held
at “arms length” and examined. Plan — B came to mind; we would offer another option. The
invitation to come to Christ was still on the table, but we would also offer the opportunity to study
the Bible with Adjoumani. This included signing a list, moving it to the realm of a commitment.
That innovation struck a chord and we had 188 over that weekend agree to study the Bible.

Something else happened in Asseufre that still boggles my mind. As you recall, Jesus said of
the woman who anointed his feet for his burial (Mary, Lazarus’ sister), “Wherever the gospel is
preached throughout the world, what she has done will be told in honor of her.” | sensed the
need and desire to respect Jesus’ request, so | developed a sermon asking the question, “Why
would someone ‘waste’ a year’s wages on Jesus?” The reasons | submitted for Mary’s act of
worship were: 1) His teaching was special (Luke 10); 2) He raised her brother from the dead
(John 11); 3) she actually listened the many times Jesus’ foretold his own death and resurrec-
tion! And so Mary was the only woman who succeeded in anointing Jesus’ body for burial.

Of course, | described the Bible events when | presented my sermon that night. To my surprise,
after the sermon, some Muslims came to Kouame and asked, “Does the Bible really say that?
Does the Bible say someone was wrapped in cloth and buried?” (Lazarus) My partner assured
them that the Bible did tell us that. Their response was, “We are the ones in this region who
wrap in cloth and bury; since the Bible says that, we want to study the Bible!”

What an awesome Lord we serve! | had no idea that this was a key to the lock guarding the
hearts of Muslims in the Ivory Coast. By the grace and direction of God, we backed into an
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Backing Into An Open Door Among Muslims
The Ivory Coast Story

open door! | tell people now, | wasn’t smart enough to think of that myself, but I'm not dumb
enough to leave “wrapping with cloth” out of another sermon there! It comes rather easily as we
describe Jesus’ own burial. That simple event began a steady trickle of Muslims finding salva-
tion in our Lord in the lvory Coast, West Africa.

The Fields are Ripe. Short Term Medical Care Helps the Harvest.

While | was there in 1988, Kouame made a suggestion. “If you could bring medical workers and
offer free care to the people, it may help us in our evangelistic efforts.” Taking that to heart, |
began praying about the concept; the Lord seemed to give a green light, it was time to recruit.
By God'’s providence, recruiting was easy. A former college roommate who was the best man at
my wedding is a Registered Nurse; his wife, an LPN. Scott and Pam listened to my plea with
deep interest. After a time of contemplation and prayer, they began preparing for a mission trip
the next summer (1989).

This trip resulted in a breakthrough in response to the gospel! 239 were baptized into Christ!
[Compare that to 21 on my first venture]. We took evangelistic / church planting excursions on
the weekends because Kouame had to teach summer school. The Lord established a church in
Asseufre on that trip. Then we went south and planted churches in two major villages. The op-
portunity for medical treatment drew large crowds. We offered the care free of charge in Jesus’
name and also prayed for each one who received care. [The five member team included my
teen-age son, Dustin, and a young minister, also named Scott.]

We developed techniques and priorities on this trip that would be replicated again and again —
by the grace of God, medical personnel have traveled to the Ivory Coast seven more times.
American teens learned to treat wounds caused by parasites. We even taught village Christians
preventative and early treatment measures. We were able to bless many villages and even
prisons with an opportunity of health and compassionate care from God’s people. A lot of the
treatment was very simple; sometimes, though, it saved life or limb. Always, we strove to ac-
company it with prayer for healing and for a heart open to the gospel.

In an ensuing year we were invited to do an intensive work among Muslims. One of the major
reasons for our welcome: when we offered medical aid, we made no difference between people
— whoever was in line received help (and prayer). Acts of humble service, that met a felt need,
helped to further push open this door.

God has used the talents and compassion of many faithful workers to show the love of Christ.
They played a special role in The Ivory Coast Story.



